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Open your group with prayer and share a highlight from the 
past week.

Describe your church experience growing up. (Attend? Im-
pressions?)

Lesson:

Far too often, the Church of Jesus Christ is thought of as a 
large auditorium with fancy lights and fog machines, a big 
event that takes place on Sundays, or a place to go hang out 
with nice people and leave feeling good about ourselves. 
No, the church isn’t a building, a big event, or a country 
club. The Church is God’s first and only plan for reaching the 
world with the transforming truth of the Gospel. God builds 
His church on His people, yet His people are the very ones 
who sometimes make the church something it was never 
intended to be. The saying is true: Jesus started the church 
the way he wanted it, and now he wants it back the way he 
started it. 

Imagine you find yourself stranded on a deserted island with 
nothing but a copy of the Bible. You have no experience with 
Christianity whatsoever, and all you know about the Church 
will come from your reading of the Bible. How would you 
imagine a church to function?

How do your past experiences compare to what you just 
imagined a biblical church to be like?

Read Acts 1:6-11. Why is the indwelling power of the Holy 
Spirit so crucial in order for God’s people to fulfill the Great 
Commandment and Great Commission? 

Describe a time when you have seen God’s people abandon 
the Holy Spirit and attempt to function in their own strength. 
What happens when individuals or the Church as a whole lay 
aside Holy Spirit power?

Beginning in Acts 2, the believers were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and obeyed the Great Commission by boldly preach-
ing and spreading the Gospel. Do you agree that evangelism 
should be the church’s highest priority? If so, how do you feel 
the Church (not just Crossroads Church) is doing at sharing 
the Gospel with lost people? If not, what do you think should 
be most important to the Church? 

As the believers shared the Gospel and fulfilled the Great 
Commission, the opportunity to fulfill the Great Command-
ment was also readily at hand. The believers loved one anoth-
er deeply and demonstrated their love and unity continually 
(see Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 4:32-37). How have you seen the 
church love people well? How can the church best demon-
strate Christ-like love in modern culture? 

What is the danger of the Great Commandment and Great 
Commission not being the highest priorities of the Church? 
What attitudes or behaviors can cripple the Church’s mission? 

Do you agree with the statement that the Church has largely 
lost its focus? How can God’s priorities be reignited in the 
hearts of His people?

Opportunity: 

Serve Breakfast at Teacher Appreciation - August 1 - August 2 
at Coweta County Schools (times vary based on school).

Pray for one another.
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