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Open your group with prayer and share how your week went.

Take a minute to share some of the major changes that have 
occurred in your life since coming to know Christ.

Lesson:

The New Testament book of Philemon is a great story of a life
that was changed. A runaway slave named Onesimus met Paul
while in prison and as a result he came to know Christ.

Paul writes the letter of Philemon on behalf of Onesimus
encouraging Philemon to forgive and restore this runaway 
slave. In this letter, Paul states that Onesimus was once useless 
but is now useful to both himself and Philemon.

Like Onesimus, all of us move from useless to useful when we
come to know Jesus Christ. Jesus changes us! He changes us
from people with the wrong priorities to people living with the
right priorities.

Let’s take some time to discuss the Book of Philemon in more
detail.

Onesimus was a runaway slave before meeting Christ. How
would you describe your life before meeting Christ?

Read Philemon verses 8-11. Why do you think Paul would
refer to Onesimus as moving from “useless to useful?”

How does God look at a person when they are living far from
him and running away from him? How do we tend to look at
them?

Read verse 10. How does this verse indicate “life change” for
Onesimus? What role did Paul play?

Who would be the Paul that God used in your life to help you
come to faith in Christ?

How would Paul be able to relate to the “life change”
Onesimus experienced?

Read verse 9 and 10. Where did Paul meet Onesimus? How
does this speak to the way God rescues us when we are far
from him?

How have the priorities in your life changed since coming to
faith in Christ?

Opportunity: 

30th Anniversary Celebration - March 31, at the Sharpsburg 
Campus at 6:30PM

Pray for one another.

LIFE CHANGE

WEEK 1 - A CHANGE OF PRIORITY


